SIXSIGMAIAS

Dream | Dare | Deliver

2\ 3
@ DREAM ﬁ" DARE @ DELIVER
FOR NATION TO SERVE WITH INTEGRITY

DAILY

PRACTICE
QUESTIONS

BEST FOR UPSC | UP PCS EXAM

Comprehensive Exam-Focused Concept Clarity Practice MCQs Daily Updates,
Coverage Analysis & Insights with Explanation Better Results

[DATE: AUGUST 24, 2026 ]

CONTACT INFO:
+91 92896 33341 | +91 96679 33341

EMAIL ID:
info@sixsigmaias.com

WEB PAGE:
www.sixsigmaias.com
0 ADDRESS:

C-6, GROUND FLOOR, SECTOR 2,
NEAR SECTOR 15 METRO STATION, NOIDA - 201301, UTTAR PRADESH




AUGUST 24, 2026

DAILY PRACTICE QUESTIONS FROM STATIC PART

Q.1. With reference to the political and economic structures of early historic India, consider the
following statements:

1. The emergence of urban centres in the early historic period was closely associated with expanding
trade networks, specialised production and the increasing use of coinage.

2. The rise of towns necessarily resulted in the decline of rural settlements because agricultural
production became economically subordinate to urban commercial activity.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Both statements

(c) Neither statement

(d) Statement 1 only

Answer: (d) Statement 1 only

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. The growth of early historic towns was associated with several
interconnected processes, including expansion of agriculture, craft specialisation, long-distance
trade, monetisation and the emergence of political centres. Urbanisation was therefore not an isolated
demographic phenomenon; it reflected changes in the organisation of production, exchange and
political authority.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. Urbanisation did not imply the decline of rural settlements. In fact, towns
depended fundamentally upon surrounding agricultural regions for food, raw materials and labour.
The growth of towns and the expansion of rural production could occur simultaneously.

The major analytical trap is the word “necessarily.” Early urbanisation should be understood as part of an
interdependent rural-urban economic system rather than as a zero-sum competition between villages and
towns.

Urban centres could function as political capitals, administrative centres, commercial hubs and locations of
specialised craft production. At the same time, rural areas supplied agricultural surplus and raw materials
that sustained these urban economies.

Thus, the emergence of towns represented a reorganisation and intensification of economic linkages,
rather than the replacement of rural society by urban society.

Q.2. Which one of the following most appropriately describes the ecological significance of ecological
pyramids?

(a) They necessarily represent the actual biomass and energy available at every trophic level in absolute
quantitative terms.

(b) They provide a graphical representation of trophic relationships in an ecosystem, although different types
of pyramids may show different patterns.

(c) They demonstrate that the biomass of producers is always greater than that of all consumers combined.
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(d) They can be constructed only for terrestrial ecosystems because aquatic ecosystems do not possess
clearly identifiable trophic levels.

Answer: (b)
Detailed Explanation:

An ecological pyramid represents the trophic structure of an ecosystem. Depending on what is being
measured, it may be a pyramid of:

e numbers;
e biomass; or
e energy.
The crucial distinction is that these pyramids do not necessarily have the same shape.

A pyramid of energy is always upright because energy available decreases progressively as one moves to
higher trophic levels. This is related to the second law of thermodynamics and the substantial loss of energy
as heat during ecological processes.

However, pyramids of biomass and numbers may be inverted in particular ecosystems.

For example, in certain aquatic ecosystems, the standing biomass of phytoplankton may be lower than the
biomass of consumers because phytoplankton reproduce and are consumed rapidly. Therefore, Statement (c)
would be too absolute.

Similarly, ecological pyramids are not restricted to terrestrial ecosystems. Aquatic ecosystems also possess
trophic structures that can be represented through such pyramids.

The UPSC-level conceptual distinction is therefore:
Pyramid of energy — always upright

Pyramid of biomass — may be upright or inverted
Pyramid of numbers — may be upright or inverted

Hence, ecological pyramids are representational tools for understanding trophic structure, not universal
statements that every ecosystem must exhibit the same numerical or biomass relationship.

Q.3. With reference to economic growth and human development, consider the following statements:

1. Arise in real per capita income can occur without a proportionate improvement in human
development if access to health, education and other essential services remains unequal.

2. A high rate of GDP growth necessarily implies a corresponding increase in productive employment
because output growth automatically raises labour demand in the same proportion.

3. Economic development is broader than economic growth because it incorporates qualitative changes
in living standards, capabilities and the structural characteristics of an economy.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three
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(d) None
Answer: (b) Only two
Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. Per capita income is an average indicator. It does not reveal how income is
distributed or whether citizens have equitable access to education, healthcare, sanitation, nutrition
and other public goods. Therefore, income growth can coexist with significant human-development
deficits.

o Statement 2 is incorrect. GDP growth does not automatically generate employment in the same
proportion. Growth may be concentrated in highly capital-intensive sectors, technologically
advanced activities or sectors requiring specialised skills. This can result in what is sometimes
described as jobless or employment-light growth.

o Statement 3 is correct. Economic growth generally refers to an increase in real output or income,
whereas economic development encompasses broader improvements in human welfare, capabilities,
productivity, institutions and structural transformation.

The distinction becomes particularly important for India because a large working-age population requires
not merely higher GDP but adequate productive and remunerative employment.

A useful conceptual framework is:
Economic growth — quantitative expansion
Economic development — growth + structural transformation + human welfare + capabilities

Another important distinction is between income as a means and development as an end. Higher income
can expand people's capabilities, but only when accompanied by access to essential social and economic
opportunities.

Therefore, GDP remains an important indicator of economic performance but cannot by itself serve as a
complete measure of development.

Q.4. With reference to recent developments in Indian politics, consider the following statements:

1. The emergence of regional parties has contributed to the greater political articulation of region-
specific aspirations within national electoral and parliamentary politics.

2. Coalition politics necessarily weakens federalism because regional parties participating in national
governments invariably prioritise narrow regional interests over national policy objectives.

3. The anti-defection framework was introduced partly to address the instability associated with
legislators changing political allegiance after being elected on a party ticket.

4. The growth of regional political forces has meant that national political parties have become
constitutionally incapable of forming governments without the support of regional parties.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four
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Answer: (c¢) Only three
Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. Regional parties have played a major role in bringing state-specific
concerns, linguistic identities, regional development demands and demands for greater autonomy
into national politics. Their emergence has consequently deepened the federal dimension of Indian
democracy.

o Statement 2 is incorrect. Coalition politics does not necessarily weaken federalism. It can actually
strengthen federal accommodation by giving regional parties greater representation in national
decision-making. Whether coalition politics strengthens or weakens governance depends upon the
nature of political bargaining and institutional functioning.

o Statement 3 is correct. The 52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985, introduced the Tenth
Schedule to address political defections and promote stability in legislatures. The law subsequently
underwent significant modification through the 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003.

o Statement 4 is incorrect. The word “constitutionally incapable” makes the statement
fundamentally wrong. There is no constitutional requirement that a national political party must
obtain support from regional parties to form a Union government. A party or alliance can form a
government by securing the requisite majority in the Lok Sabha.

The broader transformation of Indian politics is from single-party dominance towards greater political
pluralism. Regional parties have been important agents of this transformation, but their influence varies
across elections and periods.

The important UPSC distinction is between:

Political necessity — may arise from electoral arithmetic

and

Constitutional necessity — arises from constitutional provisions.

Regional-party participation in coalition governments may be politically necessary in particular
circumstances, but it is not constitutionally mandatory.

Q.5. Consider the following:

Assertion (A): Migration from rural areas to urban centres does not necessarily lead to a proportional
increase in the urban population of the destination region.

Reason I: Urban population change is influenced not only by rural-urban migration but also by natural
increase, return migration, international migration and changes in the administrative classification of
settlements.

Reason II: A settlement may acquire an urban character through reclassification or administrative expansion
even without a corresponding increase in the number of migrants entering it.

Which one of the following is correct?

(a) Both Assertion (A) and Reason I are correct, and Reason I correctly explains Assertion (A); Reason II is
incorrect.

(b) Both Assertion (A) and Reason II are correct, but Reason I is incorrect.
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(c) Assertion (A) is correct, and both Reason I and Reason II are correct, and both correctly explain
Assertion (A).

(d) Assertion (A) is incorrect, but both Reason I and Reason II are correct.
Answer: (¢)
Detailed Explanation:

The Assertion is correct because urban population change cannot be attributed exclusively to rural-to-urban
migration.

The size of an urban population can change through several demographic and administrative processes.
Reason I — Correct
Urban population dynamics are influenced by:

o natural increase — births minus deaths;

o rural-to-urban migration;

e migration from other urban centres;

e return migration;

e international migration;

o administrative reclassification or expansion of urban boundaries.

Therefore, even substantial migration into a city does not by itself determine the entire magnitude of urban
population growth.

Reason II — Correct

Administrative changes can significantly influence the statistical size of urban populations. A settlement may
be reclassified as urban when it satisfies specified demographic, occupational or administrative criteria.
Similarly, expansion of municipal boundaries can bring previously rural areas within an urban administrative
unit.

Consequently, the recorded increase in an urban population may reflect not only actual demographic
movement but also changes in the spatial and administrative definition of urban areas.

The question highlights an important geographical distinction:
Urbanisation # merely rural-to-urban migration.

Urbanisation is a broader process involving demographic, occupational, spatial and administrative
transformation.

This is particularly relevant to rapidly urbanising developing countries, where peripheral settlements can
gradually acquire urban characteristics and become incorporated into expanding metropolitan regions.

Thus, both reasons correctly explain why the relationship between migration and urban population growth is
not mechanically proportional.
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DAILY PRACTICE QUESTIONS FROM CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q.1. With reference to the Quit India Movement of 1942, consider the following statements:

1. The Quit India Resolution was adopted by the All India Congress Committee in Bombay after the
failure of the Cripps Mission, and Gandhi subsequently gave the call of “Do or Die”.

2. The immediate arrest of the principal Congress leadership after the resolution prevented the
movement from developing any significant underground or decentralised forms of resistance.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Both statements

(c) Neither statement

(d) Statement 1 only

Answer: (d) Statement 1 only

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. The Quit India Resolution was adopted on 8 August 1942 in Bombay, at
the meeting of the All India Congress Committee at Gowalia Tank Maidan. Gandhi gave the historic
“Do or Die” call. The failure of the Cripps Mission and the deteriorating wartime situation were
important factors behind the Congress decision to launch the movement.

o Statement 2 is incorrect. This is the deliberate trap. The British arrested the major Congress
leadership almost immediately, but this did not prevent decentralised resistance. Instead, the
absence of central leadership contributed to the emergence of underground networks and locally
organised resistance. Leaders and activists such as Aruna Asaf Ali, Usha Mehta, Ram Manohar
Lohia and Jayaprakash Narayan became associated with underground activities, while parallel
governments emerged in places such as Ballia, Satara and Tamluk.

The distinctive feature of the Quit India Movement was therefore its leaderless and decentralised
character after the initial arrests. This differentiates it from earlier Congress movements in which Gandhi
and other national leaders remained more directly involved in directing the mass mobilisation.

Q.2. With reference to the National Urban Co-operative Finance and Development Corporation
Limited (NUCFDC), which one of the following is the most appropriate description of its institutional role?

(a) It is a constitutional financial commission responsible for determining the distribution of financial
resources between the Union and Urban Local Bodies.

(b) It is an umbrella organisation for Urban Co-operative Banks intended to provide fund-based and non-
fund-based support and strengthen their technological, operational and financial capabilities.

(c) It is a statutory regulator that has replaced the Reserve Bank of India as the primary regulator of Urban
Co-operative Banks.
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(d) It is a government-owned commercial bank established exclusively to provide long-term infrastructure
loans to municipalities.

Answer: (b)
Detailed Explanation:

The NUCFDC has been established as an umbrella organisation for Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs).
Its purpose is to address structural difficulties faced by UCBs, including technological limitations,
operational inefficiencies, financial challenges and governance concerns.

The organisation is envisaged to provide both:
o Fund-based support, including capital support subject to applicable regulations; and
o Non-fund-based services, including technological, operational and capacity-building support.

The RBI had provided a Certificate of Registration to NUCFDC on 8 February 2024 to operate as a Non-
Banking Financial Institution (NBFI). One of its objectives is to accelerate digitisation and leverage the
collective strengths of UCBs.

The important UPSC trap is to confuse an umbrella organisation with a regulator. NUCFDC does not
replace the RBI's regulatory role over UCBs.

The broader significance lies in creating greater scale, technological capability, financial resilience and
competitiveness within a highly fragmented urban cooperative-banking sector.

Q.3. With reference to the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement, consider the following statements:

1. The Agreement was signed by Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan in August 2026 and provides that
an armed attack against one of the three participating States shall be regarded as an attack against all.

2. The Agreement establishes a fully integrated military command structure comparable to NATO and
creates an automatic obligation for each member to deploy combat forces whenever another member
is attacked.

3. The Agreement has been officially described by the participating countries as defensive in nature and
as being intended to strengthen collective deterrence against external aggression.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Answer: (b) Only two

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and Pakistan signed the Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement on 7 August 2026 in Makkah. The agreement states that an armed attack against any one
of the three countries shall be regarded as an attack against all three.

o Statement 2 is incorrect. The agreement should not be mechanically equated with NATO.
Reporting on the pact highlights that it lacks NATO's integrated military command and comparable
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institutional structure. More importantly, the agreement does not necessarily mean an automatic,
predetermined deployment of combat forces in every conceivable contingency.

o Statement 3 is correct. Pakistan's official statement specifically describes the accord as defensive in
nature, intended to strengthen collective deterrence against external aggression and reinforce the
participants' ability to defend sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The analytical significance of the agreement lies in the emerging trend towards regional security
arrangements and strategic autonomy. It also illustrates why a formal mutual-defence clause does not
automatically make an arrangement institutionally equivalent to NATO.

Q.4. With reference to the Slender-billed Vulture and White-rumped Vulture, consider the following
statements:

1. Both species are important scavengers whose ecological role includes rapid removal of animal
carcasses, thereby contributing to ecosystem sanitation.

2. The catastrophic decline of these vultures in South Asia was strongly associated with veterinary use
of diclofenac in livestock.

3. The conservation of these species can be achieved primarily by protecting nesting trees, because
their population decline was unrelated to the availability of toxic residues in livestock carcasses.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Answer: (b) Only two

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. Vultures are highly efficient scavengers. By rapidly consuming animal
carcasses, they perform an important ecosystem-service function and can reduce the persistence of
potentially disease-carrying carcass material. The White-rumped and Slender-billed vultures are
among India's severely threatened vulture species.

o Statement 2 is correct. The use of the veterinary drug diclofenac in livestock was a major factor in
the catastrophic decline of several South Asian Gyps vultures. Vultures feeding on carcasses of
animals treated with diclofenac could suffer fatal kidney failure.

o Statement 3 is incorrect. Nest protection is important but cannot by itself address the principal
historical cause of the decline. Conservation requires eliminating exposure to harmful veterinary
pharmaceuticals, ensuring safe food sources and protecting breeding and foraging habitats.

This is an important ecological-chain relationship:

Veterinary drug use — drug residues in livestock carcasses — vulture consumption — toxicity —
mass mortality — sharp population decline

The conservation lesson is that wildlife decline can sometimes originate from human activities outside the
immediate habitat of the species. Consequently, species conservation requires an ecosystem-wide and
cross-sectoral approach rather than merely protecting nesting sites.
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Q.5. With reference to the Agni-IV ballistic missile, consider the following statements:

1. Agni-1V is a surface-to-surface ballistic missile developed indigenously by India and forms part of
the country's strategic missile capability.

2. [Its range places it broadly in the intermediate-range ballistic missile category.

3. Its solid-propellant configuration allows comparatively rapid operational readiness compared with
missiles requiring liquid-propellant preparation.

4. Being a ballistic missile, Agni-IV necessarily follows a purely unguided trajectory after launch and
therefore cannot incorporate sophisticated guidance systems.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(¢) Only three

(d) All four

Answer: (c) Only three

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. Agni-IV is an indigenously developed surface-to-surface ballistic missile
and forms part of India's strategic missile capabilities.

o Statement 2 is correct. Agni-IV has a range of approximately 4,000 km, placing it within the broad
Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) category according to commonly used range
classifications.

o Statement 3 is correct. Agni-IV uses solid propellant. Solid-propellant missiles generally offer
advantages in storage, handling and readiness because they do not require the extensive pre-launch
fuelling procedures associated with many liquid-propellant systems.

o Statement 4 is incorrect. This is the key trap. Ballistic does not mean unguided. A ballistic missile
can incorporate sophisticated guidance and navigation systems. Agni-IV is associated with advanced
guidance and navigation capabilities that improve accuracy.

The conceptual distinction is:
Ballistic trajectory # absence of guidance.

A ballistic missile follows a trajectory that is substantially governed by the principles of projectile motion
after its powered phase, but modern ballistic missiles can employ sophisticated systems to control and
correct their flight.

Thus, Agni-IV represents not merely an increase in range but also India's progress in solid-propellant
technology, guidance, navigation and strategic missile capability.

Q.6. Consider the following statements regarding the Ural Mountains:

1. They are conventionally regarded as one of the major physiographic boundaries separating Europe
from Asia.
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2. Their northern extension reaches towards the Arctic region, while their southern continuation
approaches the Kazakhstan—Caspian region.

3. The entire Ural mountain system lies east of the Volga River and therefore has no geographical
relationship with European Russia.

4. The Ural Mountains are geologically older than the Himalayas and represent an ancient mountain
system.

How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(¢) Only three

(d) All four

Answer: (c) Only three

Detailed Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct. The Ural Mountains are conventionally used as one of the principal
geographical boundaries between Europe and Asia.

o Statement 2 is correct. The Urals form a long north—south mountain system extending from the
Arctic region towards the south, with the southern Ural system extending towards Kazakhstan and
the broader Caspian region.

o Statement 3 is incorrect. This is the deliberately twisted statement. The Urals cannot be treated as a
simple geographic feature wholly isolated from European Russia. Their western side forms an
important part of the European Russian landscape, and the range itself constitutes a transition zone
rather than an absolute east-of-Volga barrier.

o Statement 4 is correct. The Urals are an ancient mountain system, substantially older than the
relatively young Himalayan mountain system formed through the ongoing convergence of the
Indian and Eurasian plates.

Map-based UPSC takeaway
A useful spatial sequence is:
Arctic region — Northern Urals — Central Urals — Southern Urals — Kazakhstan/Caspian region

The Ural Mountains are important not because they are among the world's highest ranges—they are
relatively old and eroded—but because of their geographical position, geological history and mineral
wealth.
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DAILY PRACTICE QUESTIONS FOR MAINS ANSWER WRITING
PRACTICE

GS Paper 1

Q.1 “The Industrial Revolution transformed the nature of production, but its most enduring
consequences were social and political.” Discuss.

NCERT Reference: Themes in World History, Class XI — Industrial Revolution and associated themes.
Model Answer

The Industrial Revolution, which began in Britain during the late eighteenth century and subsequently
spread to continental Europe and other regions, was much more than a technological transformation. While
inventions such as the steam engine, spinning machinery and improved iron technology increased productive
capacity, the deeper consequences of industrialisation lay in the transformation of social relations, urban
life, class structures, political ideologies and global power relations.

Economically, industrialisation shifted production from dispersed household and artisanal systems towards
the factory system. Mechanisation enabled mass production, standardisation and greater productivity. The
concentration of capital, machinery and workers under one roof also altered the relationship between labour
and ownership. Workers increasingly became dependent on wages, while entrepreneurs and industrial
capitalists gained greater control over production.

This created a new industrial class structure. The industrial bourgeoisie accumulated capital through
manufacturing, trade and finance, while a large working class emerged in rapidly expanding cities. The
relationship between these classes was frequently characterised by unequal bargaining power, long working
hours, low wages and unsafe working conditions.

Urbanisation was another major consequence. Industrial centres attracted large numbers of rural migrants.
Cities expanded rapidly, but infrastructure often failed to keep pace. Overcrowding, inadequate sanitation,
pollution and disease became characteristic features of many early industrial cities.

The social consequences generated new political consciousness. Workers increasingly organised themselves
through trade unions, strikes and political movements. The intellectual response included liberalism,
socialism and eventually Marxist critiques of capitalism. Marx and Engels interpreted industrial society
through the framework of class conflict between the bourgeoisie and proletariat.

Industrialisation also contributed to the expansion of imperialism. European industrial economies required
raw materials, markets and investment opportunities. Colonial territories were increasingly incorporated into
an unequal global economic system. Industrial and military technologies strengthened European states and
contributed to their geopolitical dominance.

However, industrialisation also produced significant long-term benefits. Increased productivity created the
material basis for higher incomes, improved transport, mass production, technological innovation and
eventually better living standards. Labour movements also pushed governments towards factory legislation,
public health reforms and social protection.

Thus, the Industrial Revolution produced a fundamental transformation:
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Mechanisation — Factory production — Urbanisation — Class formation — Political mobilisation —
New ideologies — Imperial expansion.

Its significance therefore cannot be measured merely by the number of machines invented. It fundamentally
changed how people worked, where they lived, how wealth was organised and how political power was
contested.

The contemporary global economy—with its industrial cities, wage labour, capitalist markets and
technology-driven production—continues to reflect the structural changes initiated by the Industrial
Revolution.

GS Paper 11

Q.2 “Good governance requires the State to move from a provider-centric approach towards a citizen-
centric approach without compromising accountability and constitutional values.” Discuss the major
institutional and technological reforms required to achieve this transition.

NCERT Reference: Indian Constitution at Work, Class XI; Politics in India Since Independence, Class XII
— Governance-related themes.

Model Answer

Governance encompasses the processes through which public institutions formulate policies, implement
programmes, deliver services and remain accountable to citizens. Traditionally, governance in India has
often been viewed through the prism of administrative structures and procedures. Contemporary
governance, however, increasingly requires a transition towards a citizen-centric model, where the quality
of public service is measured by accessibility, responsiveness, transparency and outcomes.Citizen-centric
governance begins with recognising citizens as rights-bearing stakeholders rather than passive
beneficiaries. The Right to Information framework, social audits, citizen charters, grievance-redress
mechanisms and participatory institutions have contributed to this transition.

Technology has accelerated this transformation. Digital platforms can reduce transaction costs, enable online
service delivery and create auditable administrative trails. Direct benefit transfers, digital payments and
integrated service portals can reduce intermediaries and leakages.

However, digital governance is not automatically good governance. A technology-driven system can
exclude citizens who lack digital literacy, connectivity, ‘
documentation or access to devices. Therefore, digital
transformation must be accompanied by assisted service centres,
multilingual interfaces and accessible grievance mechanisms.

Institutional reforms

First, public administration requires greater emphasis on
outcomes rather than procedures alone. Compliance with rules
remains necessary, but departments should also measure whether
policies actually improve citizens' welfare.

Second, grievance redressal must become more effective. A
citizen-centric system should not merely receive complaints; it
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should provide time-bound resolution and institutional accountability.

Third, decentralisation needs strengthening. Panchayats and urban local bodies are closest to citizens and
should possess adequate functions, finances and functionaries.

Fourth, transparency must be complemented by accountability. Public disclosure, social audits,
parliamentary oversight, independent audit and judicial review provide important checks on administrative
power.

Technology and governance
Emerging technologies can improve governance through:
o interoperable databases;
« artificial intelligence-assisted service delivery;
o digital identity systems;
e real-time monitoring;
o geospatial technology;
e online grievance tracking.

Yet these technologies raise concerns regarding privacy, surveillance, algorithmic bias and data security.
Strong safeguards are therefore essential.

Way Forward
India should move towards a governance architecture based on:
Transparency + Accessibility + Participation + Accountability + Technology + Constitutionalism.

Citizen-centric governance also requires a cultural transformation within the bureaucracy. Public servants
must increasingly view themselves as facilitators of citizen rights and public welfare, rather than merely
custodians of administrative procedures.

Ultimately, good governance cannot be reduced to faster service delivery. The deeper question is whether
public institutions deliver services fairly, transparently, inclusively and with dignity.

Therefore, technology should serve governance rather than replace it. The ideal model is one in which
digital efficiency is combined with human sensitivity, institutional accountability and constitutional values.

GS Paper 111

Q.3 “Internal security threats in India are increasingly characterised by convergence, wherein
organised crime, narcotics trafficking, terrorism, cyber networks and illicit finance reinforce one
another.” Examine the implications of this convergence for India's internal security architecture.

NCERT Reference: India: People and Economy, Class XII; Security in the Contemporary World, Class
XII, supplemented by UPSC Internal Security themes.

Model Answer
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India's internal security environment has evolved from relatively compartmentalised threats towards
increasingly interconnected forms of organised criminality. Drug trafficking, terrorism, money
laundering, cybercrime, arms trafficking and transnational organised crime can operate through
overlapping networks. This convergence makes conventional agency-specific approaches increasingly
inadequate.

Narcotics trafficking is particularly significant because it generates large illicit revenues that can
subsequently finance other criminal activities. Drug networks may use the same routes, facilitators, shell
entities, communication systems and financial channels employed by other forms of organised crime.

The international character of these networks creates additional complexity. Criminal actors may operate
from one country, source commodities through another, transfer money through multiple jurisdictions and
distribute drugs in a third country.

Transnational dimension

The case of fugitive narcotics accused Virender Singh
Baisoya illustrates the importance of international
cooperation in pursuing transnational criminal networks.
Baisoya was brought back to India from the UAE after
being arrested there following an Interpol Red Notice
issued at India's request. He is an accused in a major Pune

narcotics case, and investigators are examining the wider network allegedly associated with the case.

The episode demonstrates that internal security increasingly has an external operational dimension. A
criminal network may be physically located outside India while its financial, logistical or social
consequences manifest within India.

Major challenges
1. Fragmented intelligence

Different agencies possess different pieces of information. Effective security therefore requires intelligence
fusion and real-time information sharing.

2. Ilicit finance

Drug trafficking becomes particularly dangerous when criminal proceeds enter legitimate businesses or
financial systems. Following the money can therefore be as important as intercepting the physical
contraband.

3. Technology

Encrypted communications, digital currencies, social media and online marketplaces can enable criminal
networks to coordinate across borders.

4. Porous and difficult borders
Long land and maritime boundaries provide opportunities for smuggling of drugs, weapons and people.
S. International jurisdiction

Investigations frequently depend upon cooperation with foreign governments, extradition/deportation
arrangements, mutual legal assistance and Interpol mechanisms.
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Way Forward
India needs a whole-of-government and whole-of-network approach.
This should include:

e stronger intelligence fusion;

o financial investigation;

o improved maritime and land-border surveillance;

e international police cooperation;

o faster mutual legal assistance;

e enhanced cyber-forensics;

e coordinated narcotics enforcement;

e stronger prosecution capacity;

e international cooperation against money laundering.

The institutional approach must also move from arresting individual criminals to dismantling entire
criminal ecosystems.

This means identifying:

Leadership — logistics — financiers — suppliers — transporters — digital facilitators — money-
laundering channels — local distribution networks.

The Baisoya case is particularly relevant in demonstrating the importance of tracing criminal networks
across jurisdictions rather than treating narcotics offences merely as isolated domestic crimes.

Thus, India's internal security architecture must increasingly operate on the principle that criminal
networks are transnational even when their consequences are local. Effective security therefore requires
domestic enforcement capacity combined with international cooperation, intelligence sharing and financial
disruption.

GS Paper 1V

Q.4 “The most difficult ethical decisions for a public servant arise when competing legitimate values
point towards different courses of action.” Discuss with suitable examples.

NCERT/Reference: UPSC GS Paper IV — Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude; relevant constitutional values
from Indian Constitution at Work, Class XI.

Model Answer

Ethical dilemmas in public administration rarely present themselves as a simple choice between right and
wrong. More often, they involve situations where two or more legitimate values conflict. A public servant
may have to balance transparency with confidentiality, development with environmental protection,
individual liberty with public security, or compassion with procedural equality.
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Consider a district administration facing an illegal settlement on government land. The rule of law requires
enforcement against encroachment. At the same time, compassion, dignity and social justice require
consideration of the consequences for vulnerable families. A purely rigid approach may produce legally
correct but socially harsh outcomes, while ignoring the law altogether would undermine equality and
institutional credibility.

The ethical solution lies in identifying a lawful, proportionate and humane course—verification, due

notice, rehabilitation mechanisms Common Dilemmas

Public administration, by its very nature, is a field rife with inherent tensions that frequently manifest
as ethical dilemmas. Understanding these common scenarios allows administrators to anticipate
challenges and develop strategies for principled action.

where applicable and phased
enforcement.

Public Interest vs.
Personal Interest

Discretion vs. Rules
(Flexibility vs.

Secrecy vs.
Transparency

Efficiency vs. Equity

Another example is disaster relief. :
(Speed vs. Fairness):

Normally, government procedures
require documentation and
verification before benefits are
released. During a major disaster,
however, rigid adherence to
documentation requirements may
prevent urgent assistance from
reaching victims. Here, the
administrator must balance
procedural accountability with
humanitarian urgency.

Ethical values involved
Several principles are relevant:

Integrity:

Uniformity):

Dilemma: Should an
officer rigidly follow a
rule, or use discretion
to achieve a more
compassionate or just
outcome in a specific,
unique case?

Conflict: Legality/
Uniformity vs.
Empathy/Substantive
Justice.

Example: Denying
a genuinely needy
person a benefit
because they fall
just outside a rigid
eligibility criterion.

(Security vs. Right to
Know):

Dilemma: When
should information
vital for national
security or ongoing
investigations be kept
secret, and when does
the public’s right to
know (via RTI) take
precedence to ensure
accountability?
Conflict: National
Security/Efficiency vs.
Accountability/Public
Trust.

Example: Disclosure
of details about a
sensitive defense
deal under RTI vs.
maintaining secrecy

The officer must not manipulate rules for personal or political benefit.

Impartiality:

Compassion cannot become selective favouritism.

Objectivity:

Decisions should be based on evidence rather than emotions alone.

Empathy:

(Integrity vs. Self-
Preservation)

Dilemma: An officer’s
personal financial or
relational interests
might conflict with
their duty to act solely
in the public’s best
interest.

Conflict: Integrity/
Objectivity vs.
Personal Gain/Loyalty.
Example: An officer on
a tender committee
whose relative owns

a bidding company
(conflict of Interest).

The human consequences of administrative decisions must be understood.

Justice:

Similarly situated citizens should receive comparable treatment.

Proportionality:

The administrative response should not exceed what is necessary.

Accountability:

Exceptional decisions should be properly documented and open to review.

Constitutional morality

Dilemma: Should
a project be fast-
tracked for quick
results (efficiency)
even if it means
bypassing due
process or
marginalizing some
sections (equity)?
Conflict:
Performance/
Development vs.
Justice/Inclusion.
Example: Rapid
infrastructure
development that
displaces tribal
communities
without adequate
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The Constitution provides an important ethical framework through values of justice, liberty, equality,
dignity and fraternity. Public servants therefore cannot treat administrative rules as detached from
constitutional principles.

However, constitutional morality should not be confused with personal morality. An officer cannot simply
disregard a law because it conflicts with his or her personal beliefs.

The ideal approach is therefore:
Law + Constitutional Values + Evidence + Proportionality + Public Interest.
Institutional safeguards
Ethical decision-making can be strengthened through:
o reasoned written orders;
e transparent procedures;
e independent review;
e grievance redressal;
e codes of conduct;
o conflict-of-interest rules;
o whistle-blower protection;
o cthical training.

Emotional intelligence is also valuable because it enables officials to understand competing perspectives
while maintaining professional objectivity.

Ultimately, ethical administration is not about finding a perfect solution in every difficult case. It is about
choosing the most defensible course after identifying stakeholders, competing values, legal constraints
and likely consequences.

A mature public servant therefore asks not merely:

“What am I legally permitted to do?”

but also:

“Which lawful course best protects dignity, justice, equality and public interest?”

That is the essence of ethical discretion in democratic governance.

Current Affairs: Extradition/Return of Alleged Drug Kingpin Virender Baisova

Q.5 “The return of fugitive accused persons from foreign jurisdictions demonstrates that combating
transnational organised crime requires much more than domestic law-enforcement capacity.”
Examine the role of extradition, deportation, Interpol cooperation, financial intelligence and
international legal assistance in dismantling transnational narcotics networks.

Current Affairs Context: Extradition/return of alleged drug-network kingpin Virender Singh Baisoya
from the UAE and the broader dismantling of transnational cocaine/narcotics networks.
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Model Answer

Transnational organised crime challenges the traditional assumption that crime is primarily a domestic law-
and-order problem. Modern narcotics networks can operate across several jurisdictions, with production,
financing, transportation, distribution and leadership located in different countries. Consequently,
dismantling such networks requires sustained international cooperation.

The recent return of Virender Singh Baisoya from the UAE illustrates this challenge. Baisoya, described by
Indian agencies and media reports as an alleged kingpin in a major narcotics case, was arrested in Dubai
after an Interpol Red Notice and subsequently brought back to India. Reports identify him as an accused in

1. Interpol cooperation

An Interpol Red Notice is an international request to
locate and provisionally arrest an individual pending
extradition or similar legal action. It is an important law-
enforcement cooperation mechanism, but it should not be
confused with an international arrest warrant.

Its effectiveness depends upon:
e accurate intelligence;
o identification of the individual;
e cooperation from the country where the person is located;
o domestic legal procedures of that country.

2. Extradition versus deportation

This distinction is particularly important for UPSC.

Extradition is a formal legal process through which one State seeks the surrender of a person from another
State for prosecution or punishment.

Deportation is generally an immigration/administrative process through which a foreign jurisdiction
removes a person from its territory.

The practical route used in an individual case depends upon the applicable bilateral arrangements, domestic
law and circumstances.

3. Financial intelligence

Arresting a network leader is insufficient if the financial architecture survives. Narcotics proceeds may be
channelled through:

e shell companies;

o informal value-transfer mechanisms;
o layered transactions;

e cryptocurrencies;

o trade-based laundering;
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Therefore, agencies must follow the money trail alongside the physical movement of narcotics.

Financial disruption can sometimes be more damaging to organised crime than the arrest of individual

front businesses.

couriers.

4. Mutual Legal Assistance

Evidence located abroad may be essential for prosecution. Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties and other
international cooperation mechanisms can facilitate the lawful exchange of evidence, documents, financial

records and investigative information.

5. Intelligence fusion

The Baisoya episode also highlights the importance of connecting apparently separate investigations.
Reports indicate that investigators are examining wider links in the alleged network, including connections

with other fugitives and overseas locations.

India therefore needs greater coordination among:

6. From “arrest” to “ecosystem disruption”

The most important strategic shift should be from targeting individual offenders towards dismantling the

Narcotics Control Bureau;
Central Bureau of Investigation;
Enforcement Directorate;

State Police;

Financial Intelligence Unit;
Customs;

intelligence agencies;

Interpol channels;

foreign law-enforcement partners.

entire criminal ecosystem:

Leadership — suppliers — financiers — transporters — distributors — corrupt facilitators — digital
infrastructure — money laundering — overseas safe havens.

Way Forward

India should strengthen:

1.
2.

international intelligence sharing;
financial investigations;
cyber-forensic capacity;
maritime and border surveillance;

mutual legal assistance mechanisms;
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6. extradition/deportation cooperation;
7. prosecution and evidence-management capacity;
8. regional cooperation against narcotics trafficking.

The return of Baisoya is therefore significant not simply because one accused person has been brought
within Indian jurisdiction, but because such cases demonstrate the importance of internationally
coordinated criminal-justice architecture.

Ultimately, transnational narcotics crime cannot be defeated merely by increasing seizures or arrests. It
requires simultaneous disruption of people, profits, routes, technology and international safe havens.
This is the essence of a modern whole-of-network approach to internal security.




